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Topic Description

With the advancement of technology in our homes and 
classrooms, digital tools have become an integral part of 
our communities and personal lives. Technology 
influences the way students read, write, and 
communicate with the world around them. 

During this session, you will look at important website 
links and apps that will give your students an authentic 
purpose for reading and writing. You will look at general 
tools used in the classroom and see how others are 
utilizing them to promote literacy in students that are 
deaf and hard of hearing. 
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Goals:

• At the end of this presentation, you will:

– be aware of links that can be used to promote 
literacy in students who are deaf and hard of 
hearing.  

– have strategies to promote students use of 
reading and writing skills for authentic purpose.
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Who are you?

• Name

• Where you work

• Grades you teach
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Who am I?

• Laurie VanConia
– KSD Outreach consultant serving the GRREC area 

(Birth - 21)
– Dual major in Deaf Education and Elementary 

Education @ Ball State University
– Interdisciplinary Early Childhood Education @ 

Murray University
– 22nd year in Deaf Education

• DHH Preschool Classroom
• DHH Resource Room
• Home bound services
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What is Literacy?
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“The ability to read, write, and 
possess the knowledge to 

apply critical thinking skills to 
the written word. ”

(http://www.deafwebsites.com/education/literacy-deaf-education.html)



Captioning
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Research shows captions can help strengthen:
• Reading speed and fluency
• Word knowledge
• Decoding
• Vocabulary acquisition
• Word recognition
• Reading comprehension

Captioning to Support Literacy by Alise Brann



Captioning
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https://dcmp.org/

https://dcmp.org/


Captioning
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- Automatic Subtitle and Captions
- Can add captions to already posted videos

SBSK

http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b9cKgwnFIAw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLyBt4gKlTQ


Captioning
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Reading Aloud (ASL or English)

– 15 Principles of Reading to Deaf Children

1. Translate stories using American Sign Language (if 
needed)

2. Keep both languages (ASL and English) visible.

3. Elaborate on the text.

4. Reread stories on a "story telling" to a "story 
reading" continuum.

5. Follow the child's lead.

6. Make what is implied explicit.

7. Adjust sign placement to fit the story.
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(15 Principles for Reading to Deaf Children (Schleper, 1997))

http://www3.gallaudet.edu/clerc-center/info-to-go/literacy/literacy-it-all-connects/reading-to-students.html


Reading Aloud (ASL or English)

– 15 Principles of Reading to Deaf Children

8. Adjust the signing style to fit the story.

9. Connect concepts in the story to the real world.

10. Use attention maintenance strategies.

11. Use eye gaze to elicit participation.

12. Engage in role playing to extend concepts.

13. Use ASL variations to sign repetitive English 
phrases.

14. Provide a positive and reinforcing environment

15. Expect the child to become literate.
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http://www3.gallaudet.edu/clerc-center/info-to-go/literacy/literacy-it-all-connects/reading-to-students.html


Reading Aloud (Storytelling)
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https://dcmp.org/series/188-sign-language-storytelling



Other ASL Storytelling Supports

• YouTube:

– Eyes Alive

– ASL Nook

– Educational Resource Center on Deafness

– ASLized

• VL2 Storybook 
App: http://vl2storybookapps.com/
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCC7802F560A7BF19
http://aslnook.com/five-little-monkeys-jumping-on-the-bed/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYyRpJBseu43EojDdSUcSyA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=moUvQIsro_M
http://vl2storybookapps.com/


Other ASL Storytelling Supports

• YouTube:

Eyes Alive
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCC7802F560A7BF19


Other ASL Storytelling Supports

• YouTube:  ASL Nook
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http://aslnook.com/five-little-monkeys-jumping-on-the-bed/


Other ASL Storytelling Supports

• YouTube: Educational Resource Center on 
Deafness
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYyRpJBseu43EojDdSUcSyA


Other ASL Storytelling Supports

• YouTube: ASLized
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=moUvQIsro_M


Other ASL Storytelling Supports

VL2 Storybook 
App: http://vl2storybookapps.com/
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http://vl2storybookapps.com/


Other ASL Storytelling Supports

• APP SITES  Deaf Society for Children
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http://www.ndcs.org.uk/family_support/technology_and_products/apps_for_deaf_young_people/index.html


Other ASL Storytelling Supports

• APP SITES  Tina Childress’ List
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jBcMgGGKgUY2myJz8749IIZIWFwjlxBUjcy35SnahPo/edit#gid=0


Hard of Hearing Supports

• Reading A-Z
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https://www.readinga-z.com/


Hard of Hearing Supports

• Starfall
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http://www.starfall.com/


Hard of Hearing Supports

• Read Works
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https://www.readworks.org/


Hard of Hearing Supports

• K12 Reader
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http://www.k12reader.com/


Hard of Hearing Supports

• ReWordify
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https://rewordify.com/


Hard of Hearing Supports

• Making Learning Fun
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http://www.makinglearningfun.com/index.html


Real World Literacy

• Authentic Reading is reading a variety of text for real 
purposes. Authentic reading is most like that which 
occurs in everyday life. 

• Authentic Reading includes: • reading that is 
meaningful, relevant, and useful to the reader; • 
supporting readers with a print-rich environment; • 
providing choice within a variety of forms and genres; • 
having the opportunity to interact with others in 
response to the text; • focusing on communicating 
ideas or shared understandings; • providing authentic 
meaning-making experiences: for pleasure, to be 
informed, or to perform a task. 
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Websites

• Goodreads:  Books with Deaf Characters

KSD The Statewide Educational Resource Center on Deafness

https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/deaf-characters


Computer Programs

• Camtasia- $169.00 educators price (free trial)

– Crystal’s homework helpers:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
ewcOT71l2w

– https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h-
gUlhOsr7s&feature=youtu.be
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http://shop.techsmith.com/store/techsm/en_US/buy/productID.289432000?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIgIuLhv-L1wIVAkCGCh1GqQI_EAAYASAAEgIdTPD_BwE&_ga=2.268886260.466023211.1510250234-1192595584.1510250234&_gac=1.261462271.1510250234.Cj0KCQiAlpDQBRDmARIsAAW6-DNKufdD_dUFZuCynYGDAsgRoTTsCzwPmr8KdMPSj43ed7GG8zGIdlAaAg7iEALw_wcB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ewcOT71l2w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h-gUlhOsr7s&feature=youtu.be


Computer Programs

• Camtasia- $169.00 educators price (free trial)

– Crystal’s homework helpers:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
ewcOT71l2w
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http://shop.techsmith.com/store/techsm/en_US/buy/productID.289432000?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIgIuLhv-L1wIVAkCGCh1GqQI_EAAYASAAEgIdTPD_BwE&_ga=2.268886260.466023211.1510250234-1192595584.1510250234&_gac=1.261462271.1510250234.Cj0KCQiAlpDQBRDmARIsAAW6-DNKufdD_dUFZuCynYGDAsgRoTTsCzwPmr8KdMPSj43ed7GG8zGIdlAaAg7iEALw_wcB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ewcOT71l2w


Computer Programs

• Camtasia- $169.00 educators price (free trial)

– Pollination Video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h-
gUlhOsr7s&feature=youtu.be
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http://shop.techsmith.com/store/techsm/en_US/buy/productID.289432000?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIgIuLhv-L1wIVAkCGCh1GqQI_EAAYASAAEgIdTPD_BwE&_ga=2.268886260.466023211.1510250234-1192595584.1510250234&_gac=1.261462271.1510250234.Cj0KCQiAlpDQBRDmARIsAAW6-DNKufdD_dUFZuCynYGDAsgRoTTsCzwPmr8KdMPSj43ed7GG8zGIdlAaAg7iEALw_wcB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h-gUlhOsr7s&feature=youtu.be


Games
• http://powerpointgames.wikispaces.com/Pow

erPoint+Game+Templates
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http://powerpointgames.wikispaces.com/PowerPoint+Game+Templates


Google Classroom
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