The Power of Peers
Using Peer Support Networks to EEnhance Communication

Peer Support Strategies

ﬂhoughts/Questions/ldeas\

Peer
Support
Arrangements

Peer Networks Peer Support Arrangements

What are the
differences?

What is the focus?  Social interactions and friendships

Classroom engagement, learning,
and social interactions

How many peers! 3-6 peers 2-3 peers
Who facilitates? :ny schaalhstaﬂ Paraprofessional, special educator,
community member classroom teacher
Weekly for 30 minutes — during Every class period for the entire
When do they meet? lunch, advisory, clubs, and other class in the general education
non-instructional times classroom \ /
Peer Networks:

What is a Peer Network Basic Steps (Peer Networks)

A social-focused group established around a student
with a significant disability that:

Encourages the Is provided
" (by 2 acittor

Identify interested students with a disability

Identify a peer network facilitator

Identify and invite 3-6 peers to join the group

Hold an initial orientation meeting with

« Talk + Become more « Regular the peers (and possibly the target stude -

+ Participate in involved in feeiiback + Facilitate regular peer network meeting
Sha.“}q ev:rytllg * Guidance Arrange a mutually enjoyable activity
EE_tIVItIP_'; ;Ce ::;me - Check in on weekly social contacts |

* Discuss * .
S - connacted to Ermo.ur'a,ge ex.panswonofthe network
oceurring other school - Provide ongoing feedback and support 3 .
outside of the activities » Reflect upon, fade support, and :
ERENE

maintain the network

Te Liarn Mlere: Cormer_Sarmes wtal 20030

/ Peer Network ldeas \

1. When might this occur? What activities might occur?

2. Who might be involved?

3. How can | support this?
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The Power of Peers
Using Peer Support Networks to EEnhance Communication

Peer Support Arrangements:

What are Peer Support Arrangements?

One or more peers without disabilities working together
with classmates with disabilities as a community of
learners supporting each other academically and socially

Peers...
r Support participation in class activities —‘
I— Provide frequent feedback and encouragement *‘
I— Model communication and other skills *‘

rning by assisting with understanding of
and work completion

Promote interaction with other classmates

T Leare Maree Carer. Mern a2l e soe)

Basic Steps (Peer Supports)

I.  ldentifying students with disabilities who need assistance
to participate in class activities

2. Recruiting peers from within the same classroom to help
provide some of these supports

3. Arranging for students to sit next to each other

4. Orienting peers to their roles, explaining the rationale for

their involvement, and showing them basic support
strategies

5. Providing ongoing feedback and assistance to peers and
their partners throughout the semester

6. Shifting paraprofessionals to a broader support role in
which they assist all students as appropriate

4. In what classes might this occur?

5. Who might be involved?

6. How can | support this?

o

/ Peer Support Arrangements \

Peer Support Plan

At the beginning of class

Target student could... Peers could...

During lecture/whole group instruction

Target student could... Peers could...

During small group instruction

Target student could... Peers could...

Facilitator could...

Facilitator could...

Facilitator could...
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The Power of Peers
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Communication Strategies

What does a Core Board look like?

my, mine

1d

ant help look do mad more bad
] j"i G | =
5
go read open eat off . here . up big
— Sl l=16&11]cm
come get play drink . out . down [ sometnog oo
= L= T
2 sl A B L 1 17

Core Implementation Strategies

this, that

.
I

Aided Language Modeling

Partner Assisted Scanning

Core Boards for Everyone

Core Word of the Week

Family Implementation

Communication 1s multi-model

Considerations:

e Word use opportunities

e Organization on the board

0 Left to right mirrors sentence
construction

e Color coding

e Universal design of the board-
0 black background
0 position of symbols

e Deconstructed boards

0 Maintain symbol position

e WE ALL use facial expressions, gestures, signs, spelling, in addition to speech to communicate a

message.

e The Core Board is just ONE mode and should be used with other modes.

e Do NOT require the student to use it if they have other understandable modes.

e Model the use of the board through conversation.
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